
The Ultimate Motorcycle 
Safety Guide for New Riders

Helpful tips to keep you riding safely while motorcycling



Don’t Ride Without These 
Motorcycle Safety Tips

For many years, you’ve wanted to ride. We understand 
the exhilaration which comes with that freeing moment, 
your first ride. It’s an amazing time, and while you should 
cherish it, we want all riders to have more knowledge 
than we did before swerving in a panic

While motorcycles are incredibly fun, you can’t ignore 
that there are nearly 6,000 motorcyclists who die every 
year. While not all of these deaths are attributed to lack 
of riding knowledge, many of them unfortunately are 
due to not knowing when to brake or guide your bike the 
right way in a dangerous situation.

We’ll share some important and personal motorcycle 
safety tips in this ultimate guide for beginner 
motorcyclists.



DOT certified

Compliant with the latest safety standards

Full-face coverage (although 3/4 and 1/2 helmets also work)

Fits snugly with zero discomfort

Should be able to move your head side to side with no issue

The #1 Factor in All Motorcycle Deaths1 |

Did you know that most motorcycle deaths are the result of not wearing a 
helmet? You may think that it looks cool and feels amazing to ride without 
a helmet, but it’s incredibly dangerous for all motorcyclists of all levels

Your motorcycle gear is just as important as your bike. Leave home 
without it and you just may never go home again.

We recommend picking a helmet that is:

In addition to helmets, we also recommend that you purchase a safe 
leather motorcycle jacket (plus they’re pretty amazing and fun to 
customize). Gloves and boots also provide more grip and protection against 
the elements when you’re riding.

Motorcycle riding pants

Jeans (acceptable but be careful of loose jeans)

Kevlar pants (for extreme protection)

Riding suits (higher protection)

The best pants to wear while riding include:

You don’t need to head out of the house in full armor to get on a bike 
and ride, but many new riders don’t realize that loose pants and t-shirts 
can cause trouble when caught on pedals or blocking line of sight. You 
want to optimize your gear and clothing so that you have the most vision, 
protection, and armor in case of an accident.



Superpower “Eye Trick” to Avoid Accidents2 |
Here’s something that we learned from riders who’ve been in the game for 
years.

The “eye trick” is a way to guide your bike based on your line of sight. Your 
bike will go where your EYES are focused. So if you are taking a turn and 
overshoot too wide, do NOT look at the wall, car, pole, or guardrail you are 
about to hit. It’s easy--Just look where YOU WANT to go and your bike 
will follow.

Too many times, I’ve seen bikers in the mountains taking corners too 
aggressively, then panicking and focusing on the gravel at the edge instead 
of the opposite direction towards safety. These riders tend to go over the 
edge every time because they haven’t trained their eyes where to look in 
these highly stressful situations.

Offensive Motorcycling vs. Defensive Driving3 |
You’ve seen motorcyclists weaving in and 
out of stalled traffic or trick motorcyclists 
speeding down the highway on one wheel. 
Experienced riders call those moves death-
defying, because most people wind up 
mangled around their bike trying to stunt and 
drive offensively on the highway.

Defensive driving is the best way to avoid 
accidents and keep everyone safe. You should 
always know where every car is around you 
and keep a safe distance from semi-trucks as 
they tend to have the least amount of sight 
for motorcyclists. You also want to make sure 
that you know your bike well and take courses 
to understand how to maneuver around 
debris, road blocks, and potholes that can 
cause an accident quickly.



Assumptions Bikers Never Make4 |
We’ll go through some of the common things that trip up new 
motorcyclists.

A) Everyone Can See Me

One of the biggest assumptions that motorcyclists make is that 
everyone can see you because your bike is loud, and it’s no 
different than driving next to a car. That’s simply not the case.

It’s much more difficult to see a motorcycle, and most people are 
listening to the radio, talking, or simply spaced out to listen for 
riders.

B) I Can Handle Any Bike

You never want to buy more bike than you can handle, which is 
why you shouldn’t purchase a bike online. You need to test drive 
any motorcycle before buying it. Many performance bikes have 
changed their builds and have much more power than you realize. 
It can be difficult to control if you’ve never ridden on a bike before 
or don’t have the upper body strength to maneuver easily.

You should shop for a bike that fits your frame. To do this, take a 
seat on the bike. You should be able to easily rest both feet on the 
ground without having to stay on your tiptoes. Handlebars should 
be easy to reach and grip.

If you can’t easily get off and get on with the center stand or if it 
feels to heavy to maneuver, you won’t like what happens on the 
road when in a pinch to make a move.

Smaller bikes with 250 to 350 cc engines are often best to start 
off with because they’re great for commutes and offer the right 
one-size-fits-all for any beginner rider.



C) My Bike Doesn’t Need Any Add-Ons

There are a lot of ways to make bikes safer 
with add-ons. For example, you should opt 
for antilock brakes with your bike. Studies 
showed that 37 percent of riders were in less 
collisions because they had antilock brakes 
installed.

In addition, most manufacturers choose 
generic tires that don’t necessarily grip the 
road like you would want. You should get 
tires installed for the weather and terrain 
where you ride. There are also tires for high-
performance needs vs long-range touring 
tires. We suggest looking at Michelin Pilot 
Road tires or Metzeler Roadtec tires.

D) You Can’t Ride in Any Weather

Bad weather probably doesn’t phase you 
when you’re in the car. You feel safe driving 
enclosed in your vehicle, but rain presents a 
huge problem for motorcyclists. For one, it’s 
harder to see you, but slippery conditions 
increase the chances of an accident.

In addition, imagine how hard it is to ride 
in incremental weather without windshield 
wipers. Your vision has to be 20/20 if you 
plan on driving in wet weather on a bike. 
You’ll also want to avoid any sudden pivots 
and be gentle on your brakes to avoid sliding.



One Final Tip 
Before You Ride

Motorcycles need tending to a lot more than a car, especially 
if used. Before you go on any ride, you should check that 

your lights, horn, tires, chain, shaft, and belt are all working 
properly. Bike mechanics often see accidents where bikes 

completely come apart due to wear and tear, improper tire 
pressure, and rusty chains.

With all of that said, we hope that your first ride is an 
amazing experience. With these safety tips, you’ll be able to 
avoid many of the hazards and accidents that befall those 

who don’t prepare for their first time. 


